The Weekly bulletin of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

Our Vision: To Know God

. December 25 _
The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
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Christmas Decorations- Many thanks to Heidi Cortese, Heidi Mandich and Dean Maniakas
their hard work to decorate the Sanctuary, Founders' Walk and Library for the Christmas seas

VISITORS
We welcome you to worship with us today! Whether you are an Orthodox Christian,
or this is your first visit to an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us.
Members of our Welcoming Committee may be found in the entry area of the
Church (outer Narthex) near the candle stand to assist you in signing up for our
mailing list and provide you with information about our Ciflurch.

Holy Communion in the Orthodox Christian Church is reserved for baptized
confirmed Orthodox Christians who, additionally, have prepared to receive the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ through fasting from meat on Wednesday and Friday, have
not eaten anything this morning, except for medications, and have asked forgiveness
from others as appropriate. We receive frequently, but not casually.

Orthodox Christians who are not prepared to receive the Holy Eucharist, non-
Orthodox Christians, and non-Christians are welcome to come forward at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy to receive the Antidoron, which is blessed bread,
and to join us in fellowship.
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Sunday Services: Orthros 8:15am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am
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Entrance Hymn for the Nativity of our Lord
Before the morning star, from the womb,
| have begotten You. _
The Lord has sworn and will not repent. _
You are a Priest forever in the order of Melchisedek.
Save us, O Son of God,
Who was born of the Virgin,
We sing to YouAlleluia.

_ ~Apolytikion
Your birth, O Christ our God, _
Shines forth on all the world with the light of knowledge
For at your birth, those who had adored the stars
Were taught by a star to worship you,
To worship you, the Sun of Justice,
And to know you, the Dawn from on high,
O Lord, glory to You.

Kontakion

Today the Virgin gives birth,

To Him who is above all things,

And the earth presents a cave to the Unapproachable
Angels with shepherds give Him glory; _ _
Wise men follow a star as they journéy To Him who is
God from all ages, _ _

Yet for our sake is born as a little child.

After the Prayer of the Proskomidi
| love you, O Lord my Strength. _
The Lord i1s my rock and my fortress and my Savior.
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EPISTLE READING: St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 4:47
BRETHREN, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born .
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sc
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abbal
So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Chris

GOSPEL READING: The Gospel according to St. Matthew 2:12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, w
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Je
we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." When Herod the kin
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests an
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the la
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
govern my people Israel.™ _ _ _
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time t
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the ch
when you have found him bring me word, that | too may come and worship him." When the
heard the king they went their way; and lo the star which they had seen in the East wen
them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
exceedingly with 8reat joy; and_gomg?1 into the house they saw the child with Mary his motr
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gc
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they depa
their own country by another way.
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